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and Possible Urban Tree Canopy

Project Background Why is Tree Canop _

¢CKS LFylfeara 2¥F a Imporiant? uiT8BrBan tree canopy (UTC) is the layer of leaves, branches,
canopy (UTC) was carried out at thUrban tree canopy (UTC) is the and stems of trees that cover the ground when viewed from
request of the Virginia Department of layer of leaves, branches, and above.
Forestry in collaboration with the City ' ’ Land CoverPhysical features on the earth mapped from sat-

. stems of trees that cover the —° o
of Manassas. The analysis was per- ellite or aerial imagery such as trees, or water.

L - ground when viewed from o L
formed by the Virginia Geospatial Ex- above. Urban tree canopy pro- E;(Lsr:z]grieL;TC The amount of UTC present within parcel

tension Program (VGEP) at Virginiav. benefits 1 -
i e? ma§gﬁ]§l$n%srg\?hf§mv3};g[ P&34bje TUTCThe amount of land that is theoretically avail-
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sultation with the Spatial Analysis quality, conserving energy, low- able for. the estgbllshment of tree canopy within parcel
f boundaries. Possible UTC excludes areas covered by tree can-

Laboratory (SAL) of the University o ering city temperatures, reduc-

Vermont. ing air pollution enhanci’ng prop- opy, roads, buildings, and water. It is the combination of Pos-
The goal of the project was to apply erty values, providing wildlife sible UTG Vegetation and Possible UT{npervious.

GKS '{5! C2NBald { Hb#d @aSiliﬂaﬁng 'sbcfal dndt £B3ble HTC Vegetation The amount of land that is theo-
ment protocols to the City of Manas- educational opportunities, and retically available for the establishment of tree canopy in-non

sas. This analysis was conducted basegroviding aesthetic benefits. tree vegetation areas within par(_:el bou_ndaries. This excludes
on year 2008 data. areas covered by tree canopy, impervious surfaces, and wa-
ter.

Possible UTE€Impervious:The amount of land
that is theoretically available for the establish-
ment of tree canopy in impervious areas within
parcel boundaries. This includes impervious
areas (roads, parking lots, and sidewalks) except
for buildings.

How Much Tree Canopy Doej

Manassas Have?

Figure 1 shows the urban tree canopy (UTC)
analysis for Manassas, which is derived from
high resolution aerial imagery. 1,718 acres of
Manassas is covered by tree canopy (termed
Existing UTC). This corresponds to 27% of all
land area within the city (Table 1). An additional
60% (3,297 acres) of the city could theoretically
be improved to support urban tree canopy
(termed Possible UTC), Table 2.

Existing UTC
UTC Classes Acres % Total % Land
Land Area* Area
Tree Canopy | 1718.0 27% 27%
NeliEe 19988  31% 31%
Vegetation
Non-Building | 6, 5 354 33%
Impervious
SIS 551.9 9% 9%
Impervious
Water 62.6 1% 0%
Total Area 6393.4 100% 100%

Table 1: Existing UTC area and percentages for
the City. *% Total Land Area includes area cov-
Figure 1Land cover for the City of Manassas. ered by water.
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